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Our Mandate 
Pastor Mitchell Herring 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The presidential elections are behind us now. We knew it would 
be close, and we knew that whoever won would not have a clear 
mandate. But in fact, there is a clear mandate. It is not a political 
mandate for a particular policy. It is not a mandate for legislation 
or referendums. It is not a mandate for Democrats or 
Republicans. It is a mandate for the church. Campaign strategies 
aside, the election results indicate a shifting demography and a 
shifting morality in the country. How should we respond? Here 
are a few observations.   
 
1. Neither party has a monopoly on truth. While on some issues 
the position of one party might be more consistent with biblical 
principles, on other issues the other party may hold the biblical 
high ground.  
 
2. The problems and challenges facing the country today go 
beyond which party controls Congress or the White House. To a 
certain extent, the character of Washington, D.C. only reflects 
the character of the nation as a whole. As standards of right and 
wrong change in our culture, we should not be surprised to see 
such change reflected in government and politics. Whether in 
moral standards, personal ambition, craving for material things, 
spending beyond our means, a mentality of instant gratification, 
seeking quick fixes to deep-rooted problems, or arrogant, empty 
sloganeering---these will also be reflected in the character of 
leadership at every level, regardless of party. Sin and selfishness 

"Some boast in chariots and some in horses, but we will boast in the 
name of the Lord, our God..."                 Ps. 20:7 
"For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes..."   Rom. 1:16 
"Therefore if anyone be in Christ, he is a new creature..." 2 Cor. 5:17  
"Give the king your judgments, O God, and your righteousness to the 
king's son. May he judge your people with righteousness, and your 
afflicted with justice"                              Ps. 72:1-2 
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make no distinction between one party and another. One party is 
not necessarily more righteous than another.  
 
3. In the nation as a whole, there is a deep polarization on 
certain issues that is also reflected in the politics of Washington, 
D.C. This leads to a situation in which differences are taken 
personally, and there is a tendency for each side to want to 
demonize the other. Therefore it is difficult to sit down and truly 
listen to what the other side is really saying, and to understand 
where they are coming from and what their concerns are.  
 
4. On top of this, as crass as it may be to say it, pursuit of 
political advantage increasingly trumps all other considerations, 
even matters of national interest, no matter which party you talk 
about. While there are certainly many individuals in both parties 
who do possess moral integrity, deep conviction, and a genuine 
desire to do good as public servants, yet this does not represent 
the general culture of government today. What we see all too 
often, rather, is the desire to defame the other side, accuse, 
slander, distort, misrepresent, and obstruct, just for political 
advantage. Both sides repeat the same meaningless, superficial 
rhetoric to rally their troops, and hold to a one-sided view of 
issues that is unable or unwilling to see the whole picture. 
Working together to analyze a situation, to see and address the 
whole picture, and come up with a reasonable approach and 
policy might, after all, give too much credit, should it succeed, to 
the person you want to defeat in the next election!                 
 
Therefore, if "my" candidate or party loses, I don't overly despair, 
nor do I overly rejoice if they are victorious. Because either way, 
as a Christian that is not where I put my main hope or 
expectation. The Scriptures and the world view they present 
guide our thinking. First, the doctrine of sin keeps us from putting 
our ultimate trust in any person, party, or political system. 
Governments, political systems, social systems---all are made up 
of fallen human beings like you and me. Those who put their 
ultimate hope in them will be ultimately disappointed by them. 
Second, legislative process and administrative measures can at 
best only restrain sin for a time. They cannot eradicate it or stop 
its relentless spread. Conservatives held the White House 
through the 1980s into the early 1990s, and again in the first 
eight years of this century. Yet this has not resulted in an 
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increase of righteousness. Third, and most importantly, the Bible 
strictly warns against putting our ultimate hope in any person or 
party, government or military. "Woe to those who go down to 
Egypt for help, and rely on horses, and trust in chariots because 
they are many, and in horsemen because they are very strong, 
but they do not look to the Holy One of Israel, nor seek the Lord!" 
(Is.31:1).   
 
Rev. Ronald Dunn, writing in his book Don't Just Stand There, 
Pray Something, said, "It is not enough to replace crooked 
politicians with honest ones, to dismantle corrupt institutions and 
to repeal unjust laws, to erase pornography and do away with 
abortion...We may win surface battles on these fronts, but if the 
demonic powers behind these evils are not dealt with, 
then...another head will sprout" for every one that is cut off.  
 
Therefore, and in view of the shifting moral and spiritual climate, 
the mandate for the church is before us, and it is not political, but 
spiritual. Just as in the New Testament, this mandate is the 
preaching of the gospel. As individuals, we participate as we are 
able in the political process. But as a church, our mandate is 
spiritual---the preaching of the gospel, and doing good in Christ's 
name, and nothing should distract or put an obstacle in the way. 
Only the power of the gospel can change lives---God's Law 
written in our hearts by His Spirit. And our true citizenship is of 
the better country, that is, the heavenly one (Heb. 11:16), and we 
wait for the coming of that kingdom in the age to come, and the 
sovereignty of Christ our Savior, whose "policies" (i.e. 
righteousness) will guarantee all that we ultimately hope for: 
"...and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there 
will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any 
mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away" 
(Rev. 21:4). At that time we will not glory in this party or that 
party, or in being American or Chinese, but only in Christ and His 
kingdom. 
 
Yet the Lord has given us our earthly and temporal citizenship as 
well, and He calls us as His witnesses to pray for our leaders, 
our country, and our fellow-citizens (1 Ti. 2:1-2). We do not put 
much hope in political leaders, but we pray for them for divine 
guidance, righteousness, wisdom, honesty and integrity, no 
matter to which party they belong. We pray that the Lord may 
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raise up godly leaders, as the psalmist prays, "Give the king your 
judgments, O God, and your righteousness to the king's son. 
May he judge your people with righteousness, and your afflicted 
with justice" (Ps. 72:1-2). And we pray for the well-being of our 
fellow citizens, and for the opportunity to share with them about 
the country of our true citizenship, and the Savior in whom is our 
ultimate trust. That is our mandate and challenge. The recent 
elections have made this clearer than ever.   

                                          

Where Are The Nine? 
A Trilogy of Thanksgiving 

Minister Peter Ho 

Not so long ago a sister was diagnosed with early stage breast 
cancer. She was noticeably, but understandably, unsettled 
because of this diagnosis, also because of the delay in her 
surgery date. She asked for intercession on her behalf. After 
intercessions were raised for a few weeks, the day for the 
surgery finally came. Everything went smoothly during the 
surgery and she took her time for post-surgery recovery. Then 
she came back to church to give thanks to God and to brothers 
and sisters for interceding on her behalf. 
 
As she expressed her thankfulness, a thought flashed in my 
mind, which led me to turn to the Bible to reflect on an incident 
during Jesus’ ministry on earth recorded in Luke 17:11-19. One 
day, Jesus was traveling south from Galilee toward Jerusalem, 
passing along the Galilee-Samaria border. He went into the 
village, but it is not clear whether it was en route or a detour. 
Most probably it was the latter. This village is probably for lepers 
who had to live in isolation due to their skin diseases. In the 
village he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and 
lifted up their voices at him. Apparently, they had heard of Jesus, 
but were not able to come to him had he not come to them, for 
there was always a crowd following him. Now, instead of crying 
out, “Unclean, unclean” (Lev 13:45-46) as lepers should 
whenever they met people, they said, “Jesus, Master, have 
mercy on us.” When Jesus saw them, without even asking any 
question, he asked them to show themselves to the priests.  
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To follow Jesus’ command at this point is to be sure of being 
cleansed instantaneously by his word. They were sure, and they 
were cleansed. One would have assumed that these ten lepers 
went their way to the priests without the slightest delay and saw 
their lives changed because of the cleansing. Yet the story took 
a sudden and unexpected turn. Instead of going to the priests to 
verify the cleansing and moving toward a new life, one of them 
turned back to praise God with a loud voice and fell on his face 
at Jesus’ feet to give him thanks. Luke, who wrote this account, 
felt obliged to mention that this one who turned back was a 
Samaritan. 
 
Several instances in the Bible, to a more or less extent, indicate 
that Jews and Samaritans were not in good terms, because the 
former looked down on the latter: the good Samaritan (Luke 10), 
the Samaritan woman (John 4), and Jesus being called a 
Samaritan (John 8). This hatred goes back to the Assyrian 
captivity in 722 BC, when the northern kingdom of Israel was 
exiled to Assyria and people from different nations were brought 
to live in the cities of Samaria (2 Kings 17). As intermarriages 
happened in that region, the Samaritans were considered a 
mixed race by their “cousins,” so much so that as the Jews 
traveled from Galilee in the north to Jerusalem in the south, or 
vice versa, they would rather take a detour to avoid going into 
Samaria in between. 
 
Jesus certainly noticed that this one who turned back was a 
Samaritan. He, therefore, asked, “Were not ten cleansed? 
Where are the nine? Was no one found to return and give praise 
to God except this foreigner?” From Jesus’ perspective, it could 
be said that the cleansing of a foreigner signified the inclusion of 
the nations into his kingdom activities. He came to cleanse not 
only the nation of Israel, but also all the nations of the world. 
From the perspective of the leper, he was cognizant of his pagan 
status, and therefore, not worthy of Jesus’ mercy. Yet, he was 
granted mercy just as his Jewish friends were. It could then be 
said that his sense of unworthiness propelled him to be all the 
more thankful to a Jew who did not treat him as an enemy. 
Jesus’ parting words to him was, “Rise and go your way; your 
faith has made you well.” 
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Jesus reminded the leper that it was his faith that made him well, 
but can the same not be said of the nine? They were cleansed 
the same way this one was. How does the faith of this one differ 
from that of the nine? To answer this question, we need to 
remind ourselves again that throughout his earthly ministry, 
Jesus healed and cleansed, taught and exorcised, as well as did 
many signs and wonders, but it should not be missed that his 
primary purpose in doing all those was to proclaim the coming of 
his kingdom, that the nature, the illnesses, and even the demons 
submitted to him. Everything he did has to be seen in the light of 
this ultimate purpose. Therefore, when he said, “Your faith has 
made you well,” we should understand the “wellness” in terms of 
being submissive to his kingship. In this sense, the nine was not 
truly well! They did not turn back to acknowledge and submit to 
his kingship. 
 
The coming of Jesus was not meant to bring healing or cleansing 
only to the body, but also to the soul. The nine may be cleansed 
bodily, but not spiritually. They may have faith in Jesus as a 
miracle worker and healer, but not as the Master of their souls. 
On the contrary, the one who turned back gave praise to God for 
the cleansing, through which he also identified Jesus’ lordship 
over him and his disease. By faith, he acknowledged Jesus’ 
kingship as he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet and gave him 
thanks, a gesture only a king was worthy of. He was “well” 
because, by faith, he was admitted to Jesus’ kingdom. 
 
Since this writing is penned on Thanksgiving Day, we could 
identify in this narrative what could be called “a trilogy of 
thanksgiving.” First, we should realize that we are needy people. 
It is most pitiful if needy people do not know that they are needy, 
or what they need. The ten lepers expressed their need to Jesus 
clearly and correctly – they needed mercy! Even more 
importantly, they addressed their need to the right person; one 
who could fulfill their need and made them whole. What do you 
need? Who could fulfill your need? You do need money and all 
that it can buy when you are still in the world; your body does 
need healing from illnesses, but they are not all that you need. 
Your soul needs a final resting place, and “it is restless until it 
rests in Christ our Redeemer” (Matt 11:28). 
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Secondly, when our need is fulfilled by Christ, we need to come 
to him and say, “Thank you, Jesus!” It is more than being polite; 
it is an acknowledgement of our dependence on him. The leper 
who turned back to Jesus somehow indicated that being 
cleansed bodily was not all that mattered to him. It mattered to 
him more that Jesus became Lord of his soul. What are you 
thankful for on this special day of thanksgiving? You should 
certainly be thankful for your faithful and loving spouse, for your 
obedient and diligent children, for your health, for your work and 
all, but do not lose sight of the fact that these blessings come 
from the all-knowing and all-loving Lord. Otherwise, how can we 
give thanks always and for everything (Eph. 5:20)? 
 
Thirdly, there are times when things do not happen as we wish 
they did. If we take things at their face value, we could be 
devastated when things like losing our job or failure in the 
treatment for our bodily ailments happens. Jesus pointed out to 
the returning leper that it was well for him not to take things at 
their face value, even the successful cleansing of his body, but to 
look beyond the face value. This is called faith, and it is an aid to 
look at the object of our faith, Jesus Christ. In fact, it builds up 
our relationship with Christ even if distractions are rising around 
us. The existence of this faith is manifested when we express 
our thanksgiving to our Lord in all circumstances. 
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For The Battle Is Not Yours, But God’s  
Aileen Chow  

Thoughts and Inspiration from Allen Lee’s journal w ritings on CaringBridge.  
 
A Bruised Reed  
My father, Allen, has always been a healthy person maintaining 
an active lifestyle. He loves playing pickleball and to travel. But, 
a little ache in his stomach became a big problem. It took his life 
to a very different pathway. He did not expect the seriousness of 
the problem. Soon, he was diagnosed with stomach cancer, and 
the size of the tumor was 11 x 10 x 7cm.  Stomach cancer often 
goes undetected until later stages. It was no wonder he was 
losing weight over the last six months. Never did he think that he 
would take a path through a dark road down the “valley of the 
shadow of death.”  Allen awoke after surgery and was told that 
the surgeon could not take the tumor out because it was spread 
into other organs. Upon hearing the news, Allen became sad and 
disappointed, like a bruised reed bent in the wind. He did not 
anticipate fighting this battle, although it wouldn’t be him, alone. 
  
Hold onto the Hope  
During this time of sorrow, Allen could have gone down a road of 
despair. It wasn’t a light situation and it wouldn’t be easy. Family 
and friends all supported my father with words of 
encouragement, love, faith and prayer. All of this came pouring 
down upon him like shower, and touched him with exceeding 
hope.  Sometimes, we lose our way in a fog and we need 
someone to reach out to hold our hand so we can find our way 
out. Allen knew how important it was to have the Lord be with 
him during this time of suffering. It was because he had faith.  
And that faith comes from developing personal spiritual 
discipline. Have you developed a habit of praying to God and 
reading the scriptures daily? Some of us may find it impossible to 
understand how to look to God in these circumstances. But, by 
developing a habit of spiritual discipline, it can help us find God 
so we can have peace. Allen writes in his journal, “This can be 
discouraging news to hear, but let us hold on to the hope we have in 
our mighty Lord.” He also writes, “God knows my faith still needs 
testing and strengthening. I will continue to trust in Him and His will.” 
This reminds us of the hymn, “Trust and Obey, for there’s no other 
way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.”  The lyrics is 
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about hope, about “Walking in the light of His Word,” about God’s 
smile which drives away shadows, dark clouds, sadness and 
fear. Keep your eyes on God through your trust in Him, your 
obedience to Him and your love for Him, so that you can have a 
gleaming hope of Christ’s love and joy bestowed on you.  
  
Giving God Glory in Our Sufferings  
Without risking bleeding and damage to the pancreas, the tumor 
will remain intact. As Allen and my family learned more about the 
tumor, we began to seek treatment by meeting with an 
oncologist. Allen will go through a long process of chemotherapy 
to shrink the tumor. Chemo treatment causes many unpleasant 
side effects. There will be weight loss, vomiting, tiredness, and 
hair loss to name a few. He will go through six chemo 
treatments.  Allen had to prepare himself physically and mentally 
for this treatment. Sometimes, when we are broken down like 
this, we dread to push through the mud. I know my father had to 
be very brave. And there may have been days when he did not 
want to think about ‘cancer.’  My father shared on CaringBridge 
how he came to the States over fifty years ago. He had never 
been hospitalized. He explained about how he felt about other 
people’s suffering and pain when he visited them. “I could not feel 
the real pain and suffering when I visited friends and loved ones at 
their bedside. But this time God wanted me to experience the real 
thing. I thank Him for the opportunity to learn this lesson.” Real pain 
and suffering can happen to any one of us. To Christians, we do 
not look at it as a curse, but a lesson to help us remember that 
when we are weak, God pushes us to become stronger in our 
faith.  It is difficult for anyone to comprehend this. But, from 
Allen’s testimony, I learned that all of us go through suffering. 
We have to keep trudging through the trials, even though we 
hate it.  But, we just have to learn to focus on God so we can 
overcome these sufferings.  
 
There is another song that relieves me from my sufferings and 
sorrows. And hopefully my father will find comfort in it too. It’s a 
very bouncy song that gets us in the right mood to jump for joy in 
the midst of sorrow and pain. From Hillsong, this song “This Is 
How We Overcome,” explodes in a fast rhythm pace allowing us 
to praise God through our suffering and mourning. “You broke 
through my night…restored exceeding joy. Your grace fell like the 
rain…and made this desert live…You have turned my mourning into 
dancing. You turned my sorrow into joy…This is how we overcome.”  
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This is how we overcome sickness, pain, sad tears and 
depression.  By giving God the glory and praising Him through 
our sufferings, He will lift us up to stand on higher ground. He will 
turn our desert into an oasis with fantastic cascading waterfalls 
that will flow into His arms of comfort and invisible love. 
       
Every day is a Blessing  
“Every day is a blessing.”  Those words have become 
‘meaningful’ and ‘true’ for Allen. Every day is a blessing no 
matter how rough the battle plays out. During one of Allen’s 
emergency hospital visits, he prayed to God to lead the way after 
he had vomited large amounts of blood. He was quickly rushed 
to the hospital. The tumor was hemorrhaging in his stomach.  My 
father spent about a week in the hospital regaining his strength 
for the next treatment. God, in His time, prepared him to recover 
from the bleeding. “Doctors,” my father writes, “nurses, care 
technicians here are excellent. They are like God sent angels who 
are making my recovery so much faster.”  Because he received 
the care from these people, every day is a blessing to him.  My 
father started using a feeding tube in his stomach so he can 
receive nutrients directly to the intestine. This way he can avoid 
foods or drinks by mouth, which may have agitated the tumor 
and caused the bleeding. It’s another blessing – the feeding 
tube.  “This has been very interesting,” he writes, “We always want 
to go to good restaurants to get delicious food to satisfy the desire 
of mouth temporarily. Now, it seems to be the least important to me. 
I want to have the best food for my body, not for my mouth.”  
Whatever works, whatever is good, whatever can keep you alive, 
it is a blessing to him.      
 
Do not Fear, for I am with You  
Allen started his chemo and after four days, side effects began. 
He was awakened with a high fever of 104.3F. The doctor told 

him that they should be notified when a temperature exceeds 
100.5 F, it shows sign of infection. God woke up my father that 
night as a sign that something was very wrong. Allen was rushed 
to the Emergency and the doctors detected a mass bleeding in 
the stomach. They treated the bleeding with medication, and he 
was also given five units of blood to increase his blood count.  
When I heard the news, there were fearful thoughts that came to 
my mind. Although I was not with my father at the time, my 
husband comforted me and my sister talked with me on the 
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phone to tell me the doctors are caring for him. My father knows 
that everyone is walking along side with him through this dark 
valley.  The fear did play a role in me. I was scared for my father. 
Fear…It really makes us think of the bad things that can happen 
if things go wrong. But, you know, prayer is a healing antidote to 
remove our fears, because prayers are like flashing S.O.S 
messages traveling with a speed of light that will ultimately reach 
God’s heavenly realm. God listens to every prayer and responds 
each prayer in His time. God may not respond to every prayer. 
He may be silent. Sometimes, He may answer it with a sign. 
However, the way you pray to God makes a difference. Pray 
earnestly with perseverance, persistence and patience. God will 
eventually hear our cry when we call out to Him. He’ll send His 
spirit to calm us. We can do nothing, but to surrender and 
humble ourselves before God and let Him take over. God is in 
control and He’ll make His presence known…. Because being 
under the shadow of His wing, it would then be the only way for 
us to find peace within our distressed life. 
  
My father experienced peace and God’s presence.  He writes, 
“Knowing that you are praying for me really lifts my spirit to face this 
trial. I know He is with us from the very beginning. The road ahead 
will be very difficult. But in Him, I am very peaceful. I know He will 
hold my hands. I have no fear because I know He is in control. But 
finally, I totally surrendered myself to God, letting God be the master 
of my life. He is in control of everything if we put our total trust in 
Him. This is not easy when you are on the operating table. I had to 
constantly remember His promise, because I am His.” He told me 
that: “So do not fear for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with 
my righteous right hand.” Isaiah 41: 10. 
 
Waiting for the Lord  
The hardest thing for any of us to endure is to wait for the Lord. 
My father’s life is in God’s hands. We don’t know how far or how 
long the chemo process will take to shrink the tumor.  CT scans 
will reveal whether the cancer cells have responded to the 
chemo drugs.  It will be a long process. Sometimes, it is difficult 
to wait while we cannot see God working through us. How can 
we know where God is? Why doesn’t God do something?  Allen 
writes, “As you can see, there is still a long struggle ahead. But 
today, I see a glimpse of hope.” No matter what happens in the 
future, God is helping me to remember. “Do not be anxious about 



- 12 - 

anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your request to God. And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians: 6-7.   Allen does not worry 
because there is nothing much he can do, but to put his trust in 
God and to pray with perseverance. But, what if the outcome 
wasn’t what he expected? It’s hard not to be dismayed or 
disappointed with the outcome. We can only hope that God’s 
leading is the best. I believe God has amazing plans for my 
father beyond the outskirts of this difficult road. With his faith in 
God, he will put his total trust in Him. 
   
Heal Your Wounds  
When Jesus met the sick, the diseased, the cripple and the blind, 
He gazed upon them with compassion. Jesus is merciful to the 
brokenhearted. He cures them in an instant and ‘binds up their 
wounds’.  Although the cancer will not magically disappear like 
that, the Lord is still doing miracles in a way we can’t see.  
 
To those who are sick like my father, the battle is not yours, but 
God’s. You are no longer a bent reed in the wind, but in the 
hands of God, the great doctor, who is like a father and has 
compassion on His children. God is all-knowing and will be with 
you until the very end. Allen writes, “I need to be reminded that it 
is God’s wisdom and careful planning which has made this work out 
for me. He is the world’s great Healer.” We need to hold onto the 
assurance that He will heal those that can be healed. For 
whatever God does, it is for His glory. We are His objects of love, 
and He will make you better when He comes back. By being His 
true servants, someday, He will heal all your diseases, redeem 
you from the dark valleys, and will surround you with His love 
and compassion…forever. 

   A Meditation on Psalm 18 
                            A Psalm of David 

Michelle Sharman 

 

 

�“I love you, O LORD, my strength. The LORD is my rock, my fortress and 
my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge. He is my shield 
and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. I call to the LORD, who is 
worthy of praise, and I am saved from my enemies.” Psalm 18:1-3� 
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I am still learning much about prayer. It all began with Sunday 
school lessons teaching “ACTS” and “TACOS” and the five-
finger prayer. But through studying the Bible and listening to how 
others pray, it has become more. One thing I learned about 
prayer which I love is to always start with telling God why you 
love Him and give your thanks to Him. No matter what is on your 
heart, no matter what problems you face, no matter what you 
urgently need to cry out to God for help about right now, if you 
start your prayer with praise for who He is and what He has done, 
it puts everything into perspective. 

There are many, many sad and awful things going on around us. 
But God never changes through it all. Praise be to our God, our 
fortress, our refuge. 

 

 
 
It seems that by our sinful nature we are needy creatures. We 
cry out for help a lot. It is an awesome thought that the Lord, the 
Creator of the universe, hears. From His temple, He hears our 
cries. He recognizes our voice out of the many. If you continue in 
Psalm 18, He replies with might: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
That is our God, who reigns over heaven and earth! The One 
True God! 

 

� “In my distress I called to the LORD; I cried to my God for help. 
From his temple he heard my voice; my cry came before him, into 
his ears.” Psalm 18:6� 

� “The earth trembled and quaked, and the foundations of the 
mountains shook; they trembled because he was angry. Smoke rose 
from his nostrils; consuming fire came from his mouth, burning coals 
blazed out of it. He parted the heavens and came down; dark clouds 
were under his feet. He mounted the cherubim and flew; he soared on 
the wings of the wind. He made darkness his covering, his canopy 
around him—the dark rain clouds of the sky. Out of the brightness of his 
presence clouds advanced, with hailstones and bolts of lightning.  

The LORD thundered from heaven the voice of the Most High resounded. 
He shot his arrows and scattered the enemies, great bolts of lightning 
and routed them. The valleys of the sea were exposed and the 
foundations of the earth laid bare at your rebuke,  
O LORD, at the blast of breath from your nostrils.” Psalm 18:7-15� 
 

� “He reached down from on high and took hold of me; he drew me out of 
deep waters. He rescued me from my powerful enemy, from my foes, who 
were too strong for me.  
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God’s actions because of His love, coupled with His might and 
power, are amazing. If you are feeling weak, think about God 
reaching down from high and taking hold of you. Think about 
Him rescuing you from things that are too hard for you to control 
and putting you safely into a spacious place. Think about Him 
doing all this because He delights in you. Praise be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
What can we give to offer thanks to our God? After all the good 
we have received and continue to receive from Him, what can 
we do for our God? 

There are many ways to answer those questions. 1 Peter gives 
some instruction in 1 Peter 1:13-16: “Therefore, prepare your 
minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace 
to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. As obedient children, 
do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in 
ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all 
you do; for it is written: ‘Be holy, because I am holy.’” 

By God’s help, we can be holy as He is holy. We can strive to 
live lives pleasing to Him and hopefully point people towards 
God. It is an active, determined attitude and action on our part. 
As we start a new year, let us strive to be holy together, 
encouraging one another!    

 

� “The LORD has dealt with me according to my righteousness; 
according to the cleanness of my hands he has rewarded me. 
For I have kept the ways of the LORD; I have not done evil by turning 

from my God. All his laws are before me; I have not turned away from 
his decrees. I have been blameless before him and have kept myself 
from sin. The LORD has rewarded me according to my righteousness, 
according to the cleanness of my hands in his sight. To the faithful you 
show yourself faithful, to the blameless you show yourself blameless, 
to the pure you show yourself pure, but to the crooked you show 
yourself shrewd. You save the humble but bring low those whose eyes 
are haughty. You, O LORD, keep my lamp burning; my God turns my 
darkness into light. With your help I can advance against a troop; 
with my God I can scale a wall.” Psalm 18:20-29� 

They confronted me in the day of my disaster, but the LORD was 
my support. He brought me out into a spacious place; he rescued 
me because he delighted in me.” Psalm 18:16-19� 

“The LORD lives! Praise be to my Rock!           
Exalted be God my Savior!” Psalm 18:46 



- 15 - 

You Are God’s Treasure: 
The Gospel E-mails 

<><<><+()()()()()=fed the 5,000 ministry  

Aileen Chow 

Spread the Good News! It all began more than a year and a half 
ago when a couple Japanese students were finishing school and 
would return back to Japan. They came to our Bible studies and 
enjoyed the fellowship with Grapes. They told me they would like 
to continue learning the Bible. I thought to myself. How can I still 
keep in touch with them? How can I share the gospel to them? So, I 
prayed about it. 
 
When the students left before the summer, I began embracing 
the idea to keep in touch with them through e-mails, and to 
introduce them to who Jesus is. Thus, the start of my writing 
ministry began by e-mailing students periodically and contacting 
them a few times to see if they had read these e-mails. I called 
the e-mails, “You are God’s Treasure: The Gospel E-mails.”   
“You are God’s Treasure”  was inspired from the verse in 
Deuteronomy 7:6, “The Lord your God has chosen you out of all 
his people, to be his treasured possession.”  A student whom I’ll 
call “HM” wrote back to me when I had sent the e-mails out. HM 
asked, “Am I God’s treasure?” I told HM, “Yes, you are! God 
loves you.” On the subject headings of these e-mails, I wrote 
certain topics about the gospel. Like, “Knowing God and does God 
know me?” and “Christ, our only hope.”  Each e-mail that was sent 
had a purpose:  It was to share the gospel to the lost and to give 
them hope in this present world. It is also to encourage seekers 
to know God. A majority of students who received these e-mails 
never heard of the gospel of Jesus Christ.    
 
I included praise songs, videos from Youtube, and handouts to 
make the e-mails valuable for learning. Not only did I share with 
them advice about why they needed Jesus, but I shared with 
them my faith and personal experience how I came to be close 
to Jesus and why I needed Him. I shared with them what made 
me happy for example. I had a job. I was happy working, but one 
day I lost my job. Just like that I became depressed. It was like 
the roof above my head came crashing through, and the floor 
below fell away. I raised my hands and reached out. I realized 
how much I needed Jesus. God is sovereign and I got another 
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job. But, I lost the job again. I wanted to express deeper feelings 
with them, using the example of losing a job.  I wrote, “Would you 
feel angry? Would some of you crawl under a blanket and weep?  If 
you didn’t know the Gospel of Jesus at this time, then it is a ZERO.” 
I included two more losses or distressing bad news and it added 
up to be three ZEROS. Three ZEROS would make one’s life 
miserable. “But,” I further wrote, “If you knew Jesus is your Lord 
and Savior, then it is a ONE!” Because He is the reason to live 
and He is our only hope. With Christ, He is “this hope as an 
anchor for the soul, firm and secure.” (Hebrews 6: 19). When you 
put your faith and trust on Jesus everything becomes less and all 
your problems will sink to the ground.  
 
I wish I can share with you a couple e-mail messages written 
from a few friends who wrote back to me about how I’ve done a 
‘selfless effort’ or a ‘pretty good job’ to tell them about the gospel. 
A couple friends say I am like their ‘spiritual mom.’ Since this 
gospel e-mail is a personal ministry of my own to help friends 
and students, I promised all those who are on my list that I kept 
their e-mails confidential. I can share with you how they 
responded to the gospel. It is a lot like the Parable of the Farmer 
(Matthew 13) who went out to sow his seeds. As the farmer 
scattered the seeds, some fell along the rocky soil. The seed 
sprang up quickly, so the roots could not penetrate the rocks. 
The hot sun scorches the plant and it withers. This rocky soil 
reminds me of a student named “PX”. PX heard about God 
through a friend and wanted to know more about God. I put PX 
on my e-mailing list. Anyway, PX was lonely one night. PX spent 
the night face plopped down on the pillow, crying and crying 
away. After crying, PX decided to check the e-mails. PX ‘clicked’ 
onto my gospel e-mails and read, “Christ, our only hope.”  PX 
wrote back to me to thank me for this e-mail lesson after being 
emotionally depressed. But, when PX read about Jesus, our only 
hope, PX felt peaceful inside and encouraged. PX didn’t want to 
feel desperate anymore and the e-mail message really gave PX 
the power to know that even one day, if PX have to lose 
everything, PX will still have Jesus as his friend. I’m glad PX 
found encouragement through my e-mailing writing ministry. PX 
continues to be on my e-mailing list. I pray someday PX will 
come to know God personally. I pray that PX is not an emotional 
responder, that PX’s roots will be firmly planted in God’s words. 
It is wonderful that I was able to reach out to someone without 
knowing the outcome of these e-mails.  
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Then the farmer sowed the seeds along the path, and the birds 
came and ate it. These are hearers who have heard the gospel 
messages, but rejected its beauty. They have become gospel-
hardened. I am glad I got to share the gospel with them. I only 
pray they would come to know God in another way, that God will 
reveal His plans to them, and experience the emotional need to 
have God, to know God is true and believe in Him. 
 
Some students don’t know what to expect when they hear from 
the gospel, such as this young Japanese student whom I’ll call 
“HR.”  HR is sweet and when I met HR I never expected to touch 
this person to know Jesus. HR practices Buddhism, but is open 
to explore other religions. HR one time told me, “I don’t want to 
go to Hell.” I told HR, “You must fellowship with the living God.”  I 
put HR on the e-mailing list. HR is the first Japanese person to 
share with me about Japan’s history and the persecution of 
Christians there during the early 17th century. Christianity spread 
throughout Japan when Portuguese missionaries arrived there 
on ship. Most of the Japanese Christians were farmers and 
peasants. These were Japanese Catholics and they fought back 
with the feudal lords. Immediately, the feudal lords outlawed the 
Christians and closed the borders on foreigners. The feudal lords 
forced these Christians to denounce their faith. Many Christians 
were tortured into apostasy. To prove they had deserted their 
faith, the Christians were made to step, trample or spit on a 
“fumie,” an image of Jesus Christ (or Virgin Mary) carved on a 
stone. Those who did not step on the image of Jesus were 
executed and then the lords would slaughter their whole family. I 
was shocked to hear about this story. HR became apologetic, 
and apologized to me out of courtesy for the way Japanese had 
treated Christians badly. I told HR that the history of Christian 
persecutions went way back from the birth of the early Christian 
church and onward. I assumed HR didn’t know the history so I 
shared with her about Jesus’ crucifixion and His salvation. 
 
I became friends with HR and I wanted to show HR an image of 
Christ that has never been seen before, so HR can know Jesus 
in an intimate relationship than this image on the stepping stone, 
the fumie. So, in one of the e-mails to students, I showed them 
Jesus, as a loving God. I titled this e-mail, “Lord, I love the way 
you hold me,” inspired by the lyrics of the song, “Hold Me”, by 
Jamie Grace. I had planned to show the students this e-mail, but 
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I sent HR the e-mail. When HR opened the e-mail, HR is so glad 
to see the pictures. HR now wants to join Bible study and to 
receive the e-mails! HR’s joy touched me very much.  At first, HR 
was frightened to see Jesus hugging people, but later warmed 
up to the kind image of an amazing God, and thought it was 
touching and interesting. This was something unexpected and it 
tells me HR is maybe interested. HR is the only Japanese 
person whom I really touched and introduced Christianity to 
through these e-mails. I gave HR a Bible. On the last day of our 
meeting, I gave HR a cute bible cover handbag and bible tabs. 
HR loved the gifts!  I also encouraged HR to attend Intervarsity 
Christian Fellowship at the new campus next semester. HR loves 
to read my e-mails and I will continue to keep in touch with HR. 
 
Evangelizing to non-believers is like finding a thirsty soul in a 
haystack of lost souls. It wasn’t my intention to write a book, (see 
pic above) but I saved my e-mails and made it into a handbook 
for non-believers! The first handbook is called “Basic Christianity-
Part One”, the second, “Basic Christianity-Part Two”. Lastly, I just 
completed the third handbook, “Eternity & God’s Heavenly 
Kingdom.”  Please pray for me as I share my handbooks with 
more non-believers so they will know God’s salvation. Thanks! 
 

                     

held it off for six months until after 
I had explained salvation to them. 
It was a final surprise. A couple 
students say it is very touching to 
see these pictures. In this e-mail, I 
inserted dozens of pictures of 
Jesus hugging and comforting 
men, women and children. I 
wanted to show them how loving 
and compassionate Jesus is, in 
hoping this will open their eyes to 
see a loving and personal God, so 
they can understand how Christian 
people think and believe. 


